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THE DOUG LITTLE 

MEMORIAL LECTURE 
THE DOUG LITTLE MEMORIAL LEC-

TURE SERIES WAS INITIATED BY THE 

FACULTY OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES AT 

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BRIT-

ISH COLUMBIA (UNBC) IN THE FALL 

OF 1996.  THIS ANNUAL EVENT COM-

MEMORATES THE LATE J.D. LITTLE, 

FORMER SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT 

FOREST OPERATIONS, NORTHWOOD 

PULP AND TIMBER LIMITED.  DOUG 

WAS A FOUNDING SUPPORTER OF 

UNBC AND A RECIPIENT IN 1986 OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FORESTER 

AWARD FROM THE ASSOICATION OF 

BRITISH COLUMBIA PROFESSIONAL 

FORESTERS.  DOUG LITTLE’S PHI-

LOSOPHY WAS THAT WITH APPRO-

PRIATE FOREST MANAGEMENT, THE 

RESOURCES OF THE FOREST CAN BE 

SUSTAINED FOR FUTURE GENERA-

TIONS.  THE LECTURE SERIES IS SUP-

PORTED BY AN ENDOWMENT FROM 

NORTHWOOD PULP AND TIMBER 

LIMITED NOW CANFOR. 
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Abstract 

Goods from the woods or non-timber for-
ests products—what’s your favorite?  Blue-
berries, cranberries? Birch bark? Maple and 
birch sap?  Balsam bought?  Spruce roots?  
Mushrooms?  Is there a right way to har-
vest or collect it?  Does the harvest of 
your favorite affect the harvest of some-
body else’s favorite either now or in the 
future?  Is harvest of these special things 
sustainable?  Can silvicultural systems be 
developed that integrate wood production 
with the “goods”?  Yes? No? Maybe?  Do 
we really know or for that matter care?  
We will explore some of these questions 
and the relationship of silvicultural prac-
tices to availability of some non-timber for-
est products commonly gathered in the 
forests of northern Minnesota and Alaska.  
So come and join the discussion about 
birch bark and sap, black ash baskets, and 
balsam and club-moss wreath materi-
als….all important goods from the woods. 

BIOGRAPHY OF LECTURER 
 
John Zasada is the Northern Silviculture 
Project Leader and research forester with 
the “siliviculture of northern great lakes 
forests” research project at the U.S. For-
est Service, Forestry Sciences Lab in 
Grand Rapids, Minnesota.  He has worked 
as a research forester with the research 
branch of the U.S. Forest Service for the 
past 40 years.  His research includes silvi-
culture of northern/boreal forests with 
particular emphasis on forest regeneration; 
reproductive biology and ecology of 
woody plants in northern forests.  He has 
also studied the biological basis for manag-
ing non-timber forest products and silvicul-
tural systems for integrating non-timber 
forest products into forest management. 
 
John studied  Biology at Macalester Col-
lege (BA 1960) and Forestry at Yale Uni-
versity (MF 1962) and the University of 
Michigan (PhD 1968).   He has worked in 
Oregon, Wisconsin, and in Alaska for 25 
years, where he currently holds the posi-
tion of  Affiliate Professor of Land Re-
sources at the University of Alaska.   
 
John grew up in Northern Minnesota and 
enjoys kayaking/canoeing, gardening, mak-
ing birch bark baskets and just being in the 
woods!   
 

 
THE QUALITIES OF OUR 
“TARGET GRADUATE” 

 
• ECOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING 

• INTEGRATED THINKING AND 

SKILLS 

• EXPERIENCE AND WORK 

• ATTITUDE 

• PROBLEM SOLVING ABILITY 

• A BIG-PICTURE PERSPECTIVE 

• ETHICS AND PROFESSIONALISM 

• COMMUNICATIONS 

• CITIZENSHIP 
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